Advancements in Detection, Forecasting and
Safety Result from 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami

Tsunamis are among Earth’s rarest hazards, but they can be particularly deadly. December
26 marks the tenth anniversary of the deadliest tsunami on record, the Indian Ocean
Tsunami, which killed approximately 230,000 and caused more than $10 billion in damage.
This tragic event was a wake-up call to the tsunami threat in both the U.S. and internationally,
spurring significant advances in tsunami detection, forecasting, and preparedness led by
NOAA. As a result, U.S. and international coastal communities are far better prepared for the
next tsunami.

Since then 17 earthquakes have generated damaging tsunamis, including several
transoceanic tsunamis. Four of these events directly impacted the United States, causing
more than $230 million (2014 dollars) in damage.

To reduce loss of life and property, the National Weather Service (NWS) operates two
tsunami warning centers that serve the United States and Canada. The centers monitor Earth
for earthquakes and tsunamis and issue tsunami alerts to emergency managers and the
public. In addition, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center serves as the primary international
forecast center for the Pacific and Caribbean basins. The NWS also works with other federal,
state, territorial, local and international partners to ensure that coastal communities, residents
and visitors understand their tsunami risk and what to do about it and know how to respond to
tsunami alerts.

I's important to know what to do when a tsunami alert is issued, even if you don’t live near the
coast. Tsunamis can strike at any time of year, and a tsunami might just happen while you’re
visiting the seashore. If you live, work or play near the coast, you should find out if your home,
school, workplace or any other places you visit are in a tsunami hazard zone. You should also
learn about official and natural tsunami warnings and how to respond to them. It's important to
be aware of evacuation routes and have a plan to get to high ground or inland (away from the
coast). Learn more about what you can do to stay safe before, during and after a tsunami at
www.weather.gov/tsunamisafety.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46ovp1rZeL4&list=UUSUgbSK7FKy5RdTYyEhpLbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=46ovp1rZeL4&list=UUSUgbSK7FKy5RdTYyEhpLbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcJNr-cMggk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcJNr-cMggk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tsunami.gov&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFkARYwzs2FNHJSa0k47jNrG-_VyQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tsunami.gov&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFkARYwzs2FNHJSa0k47jNrG-_VyQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Ftsunami&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEzujujMO9LaEcQIohe86hAqNtlhw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Ftsunamisafety&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEhPhNYOMJ5UhJqud9SgSTxCXOcpg

